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Welcome to BAWSI E-News!

Join the Fun!

Find us on YouTube and join the fun! Our Athlete Leaders created weekly videos featuring a BAWSI
game or workout. Not only will you have fun and get a sweat going, but you can review a word of the
week and take some mindful deep breaths. Grab a friend, family members, and subscribe to our channel
to get started today! 

BAWSI's YouTube
Channel

BAWSI Girls Still Making Impact This Spring

Despite the pandemic, school closings, and shelter-in-place orders, BAWSI found a way to
continue to engage, inspire and empower the children who need us most. BAWSI Girls videos
became the norm for program delivery, distributed through our new YouTube channel. Parents
and girls reported sharing these sessions with extended family and friends, and playing with
siblings, cousins and across their apartment complexes. One mother from Stipe Elementary was
inspired to clear out space in her home for BAWSI activity time and included an inspirational sign
for her family, as shown in the picture above!

https://bawsi.org/
https://bawsi.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvhQ4EmxtTbGqyu6FJt5Jkw


Two rounds of phone calls to homes, totaling 750 calls, let parents and BAWSI Girls know that
BAWSI cared and remained there for them. 750 handwritten notes over two rounds, became a
first experience for our BAWSI Girls in receiving and sending mail through the U.S. Postal
Service. These letters provided bright spots on both sides, and these testimonials attest that
BAWSI continued to have its intended impact:
 
"One way BAWSI has impacted on me is that they made exercising more fun and now I love to
run and play in the sun. They also made me want to help others exercise and have fun like I did
when I was at BAWSI." - BAWSI Girl, Horace Mann Elementary

“BAWSI has impacted the life of our female students in many ways at our site. The leadership
provided by female athletes/coaches has changed in the manner our female students see
themselves. Our students have blossomed as they now believe they can be physically strong,
enjoy playing sports, and most importantly their self-esteem and I can achieve anything attitude is
invaluable. Thank you BAWSI for making a difference in the life of our students!” - Principal,
Horace Mann Elementary

BAWSI Continues to Roll Despite Pandemic

This spring we continued to connect with our BAWSI Rollers via weekly video sessions using pre-
recorded instruction on our YouTube Channel. For Majestic Way Elementary, where we serve
special education students with cognitive and physical disabilities, we provided four live sessions
through Zoom with the students and teachers.

A total of 65 phone calls home were made to let families and BAWSI Rollers know we were
thinking of them and hoping to get back on a playground again when it's safe. One BAWSI Roller
jumped on the phone and said, "I miss BAWSI and Coach Joce!"

"BAWSI allows our students to work cooperatively together on an activity. It teaches them the
importance of teamwork, cooperation, and focus. It gives the teachers a program that we can use
ourselves, even on the days the coaches aren’t there." - Teacher, Oster Elementary

BAWSI Girls Game Day Experience

Even more schools and volunteers got involved to
help get BAWSI Girls on to a college campus this
winter, as our girls participated in this year’s Game
Day experience. For the first time ever, we spread
our schools across three different college
campuses for a women’s basketball game and a
pre-game clinic. South Bay elementary schools
attended either Santa Clara University for a
pregame soccer clinic and game, or San Jose
State University for a pregame basketball clinic
and game. Our Redwood City school visited
Stanford University to take part in their Women in
Sports celebration before the women’s basketball
game. “If I can see her, I can be her,” is the
mantra that inspires our Game Days both
athletically and academically, sowing seeds for
futures that include physical literacy and higher
education.



Smashing Success ( Virtually)

It was a record-breaking year for our annual fundraiser, Light Up the Night, held on May 1st. In typical
BAWSI fashion, our Board Event Chairs, Julie Panaccione and Loni Keller, stepped up to the challenge of
pivoting from a sit-down dinner to a live virtual event in only 6 week’s-time. It was an extraordinary effort
led by these two chairs with their “Roll up their sleeves and let’s make it happen!” attitude. The event
connected more than 300 people in the Bay Area (and throughout the country) to BAWSI's mission, and
created an hour of fun and inspiration, as well as important funding for our BAWSI Girls and BAWSI
Rollers.

Here's a special Thank You to all of our BAWSI friends who attended the event!

SO Many Sharks Goals for Kids This Season

Many thanks to the San Jose Sharks for including BAWSI in their Goals for Kids
program this season! For every goal scored by the Shark’s, $1,000 was put into a
pool of money shared by 7 different community-based organizations. Even with
their short season, the Shark’s, along with funding partners Taube Philanthropies,
The Sobrato Foundation, Druva, SWENSON, Koret Foundation and Meriwest
Credit Union presented BAWSI with a $26,000 check. This donation will help
BAWSI continue to create active lives and empowered futures for 144 girls from

under-resourced communities in Santa Clara County. Thank you Sharks and funding partners!

Where is She Now? – Catching Up with Toni Kokenis

After playing basketball at Stanford Univesity, Toni first arrived at BAWSI in the 2014-2015 school year
with the intention of staying for only one semester. She had big plans to study abroad at Oxford
University, and even delayed her graduation in order to do so. Fortunately for BAWSI, Toni changed her
mind. In the few months she was out on the playground, she made such deep connections to BAWSI
Girls and BAWSI Rollers that she could not imagine leaving. So she stayed. She stayed for the first-day-
of-site water balloon fights, the service projects in the spring, the early morning breakfast burritos with her
ALT teammates, and above all, the profound relationships she had built with the BAWSI Girls and
Rollers. 
 
While at BAWSI, Toni applied to law school. Although she thought her initial trajectory would take her
towards LGBTQ+ advocacy, her time at BAWSI inspired her to pursue a focus in child advocacy. Toni’s
time as an Athlete Leader has rippled into so many aspects of her daily life. To this day, she still
maintains a relationship with Ruby, a BAWSI Roller who later joined the BAWSI Girls program. Ruby is
now 13 years old and Toni sees her every time she is back in California. 
 
After BAWSI, Toni got busy - earning a J.D., an M.A. in Sociology, and a M.Ed. in Human Development,
Psychology & Child Advocacy. She now lives in Boston, Massachusetts where she works as an Attorney
for the Department of Children and Families, and as adjunct professor at Harvard University. She remains
passionate about child advocacy, community mobilization, and athlete storytelling. Toni’s advice to the
BAWSI Girls and Rollers of today is, “To realize that you are not alone; and there are people who support
you and value you for who you are. Find those people who are always going to be on your team”. Toni,
BAWSI is forever on your team. We see you, we honor you, and we learn from you. Thank you for being
such an incredible role model of servant leadership and upholding our core values. We can’t wait to see
what you do next.

https://youtu.be/JMMI-IUe4sI


Know a Female Athlete Who Chooses to Matter?

We are looking for recently graduated, female athletes to join our Athlete Leadership Team (ALT) for the
upcoming 2020-21 school year. This is a paid, part-time leadership experience where ALTs gain valuable
work experience as they implement BAWSI curricula in local elementary schools. A hallmark of this job
opportunity is the significant time and attention paid to the personal and professional development – in
short, the ALT experience is transformational. For more information, email Courtney Good at
courtney@bawsi.org. 

Welcome to Our Newest Board Members

BAWSI is blessed with a dedicated, hardworking volunteer Board of Directors. This winter/spring we have
added five new Board members who will bring new energy, perspective, professional expertise and
experience to our governance and strategic roll-out.

Joel Brown – Joel recently worked with us on a pro-bono project as part of the Harvard Business
School Community Partners team evaluating possibilities for BAWSI earned income streams. Joel
held senior positions at OpenTable and Intuit, and served on the Board of Directors for
TeamSnap, where he remains as an advisor. Joel is also a middle school coach at Castilleja
School, an all-girls school in Palo Alto. 

Ann Kresse – Ann was also an important member of the Earned Income pro-bono project team.
Ann is a non-profit strategy and social impact consultant, formerly holding positions at the Skoll
Foundation, Intuit, Intel and Bain & Company. 

Rosalinda Marquez – Rosie is the Community Liaison at A.J. Dorsa Elementary in the Alum
Rock School District in east San Josie. Rosie has been an instrumental partner to BAWSI in the
last five years, chaperoning BAWSI Girls Game Days and other off-site events, and helping us
understand the community context and the students in our BAWSI Girls programming. Rosie is
also the aunt and caretaker of a former BAWSI Girl.

Mackenzie Rosenthal – Mackenzie is a Certified Public Accountant and our first Gen Z Board
Member at BAWSI. Mackenzie volunteered at BAWSI during her high school years and went on
to play Division 1 Water Polo at Indiana University. She is the daughter of former BAWSI Board
Treasurer, Bonnie Wright.

Reema Shah – Reema brings over 26 years of portfolio management and strategic investment
experience to BAWSI. Also an entrepreneur, Reema founded the “Yelp of Educational Software,”
dedicated to improving educational opportunities for children. Reema’s last few years have
focused on advising and investing in women-owned and -led ventures through Golden Seeds,
Astia, and Portfolia.

Free Resources:

Stanford Virtual Camp Cardinal
Stanford is offering six weeks of Camp Cardinal Virtual Summer Camp beginning June
29th through August 7th. There will be a focus on one sport each week (soccer, football, or
basketball). Campers have the option to sign up for a Monday/Wednesday/Friday session or a
Tuesday/Thursday/Friday session. Interactive art sessions will be held on Fridays from 9:00 am-
9:30 am for grades K- 2 and 10:00 am- 10:30 am for 3rd- 6th graders. Register your campers via
registration portal at this link.

Soccer for Success At-Home Training
Free soccer training from the U.S. Soccer Foundation’s Soccer for Success curriculum – offered
in English & Spanish. Soccer for Success at Home

Tips for Returning to Sports
Stanford Children's Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Center has put together tip sheets to help
young athletes safely return to sports while preventing and avoiding injury after lengthy time off
the field, off the courts and out of the pool. Read the article here.

Other Ways to Support BAWSI

mailto:courtney@bawsi.org
https://t.e2ma.net/click/s32unc/8fr6jup/wy1ltk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUiJxS06Tr8xXZScDMoo76BLDUoaf36lB&utm_source=SFSAH_Email_Week12&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Soccer_for_Success_at_Home&utm_content=Week_12_Email&utm_source=&utm_medium=&utm_campaign=&utm_content=
https://healthier.stanfordchildrens.org/en/?p=16689


House a BAWSI coach - September to June
Storage unit space
Videographer for events

Thank you to our great BAWSI community!

 To make an online donation, please complete the secure form.
BAWSI is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization (federal tax ID #55-0897084)

Donate Now
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